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 STANDARD TRENCH NOTES - SEWER
1.  ORDERED EXCAVATION OF UNSUITABLE MATERIAL BELOW GRADE SHALL BE REPLACED WITH

BEDDING MATERIAL.  SEE ALSO NOTE 4.

2.  BEDDING: SCREENED GRAVEL AND/OR CRUSHED STONE FREE FROM ORGANIC MATTER, CLAY,
AND/OR LOAM MEETING ASTM C33 STONE SIZE NO. 67.

100% PASSING 1 INCH SCREEN
90-100% PASSING 3

4 INCH SCREEN
20-55% PASSING 3

8 INCH SCREEN
0-10% PASSING #4 SIEVE
0-5% PASSING #8 SIEVE

3.  SAND BLANKET:  CLEAN SAND FREE FROM ORGANIC MATTER, SO GRADED THAT 100% PASSES A 12
INCH SIEVE AND NOT MORE THAN 15% PASSES A #200 SIEVE.

4.  SUITABLE MATERIAL:  IN ROADS, ROAD SHOULDERS, WALKWAYS, AND TRAVELED WAYS, SUITABLE
MATERIAL FOR TRENCH BACKFILL SHALL BE THE NATURAL MATERIAL EXCAVATED FROM THE TRENCH
DURING THE COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION,  AFTER EXCLUDING DEBRIS, PIECES OF PAVEMENT,
ORGANIC MATTER, TOP SOIL, WET OR SOFT MUCK, PEAT OR CLAY, EXCAVATED LEDGE MATERIAL,
AND ALL ROCKS OVER SIX INCHES IN LARGEST DIMENSION, OR ANY MATERIAL NOT APPROVED BY
THE ENGINEER.

TRENCH BACKFILL IN CROSS-COUNTRY LOCATIONS SHALL BE SUITABLE MATERIAL AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, EXCEPT THAT TOP SOIL, LOAM, MUCK, OR PEAT MAY BE USED PROVIDED THAT THE
COMPLETED CONSTRUCTION WILL BE STABLE AND ACCESS TO THE PIPE FOR MAINTENANCE AND
RECONSTRUCTION IS PRESERVED.  BACKFILL SHALL BE MOUNDED TO A HEIGHT OF SIX INCHES
ABOVE THE ORIGINAL GROUND SURFACE

5.  BASE COURSE FOR TRENCH REPAIR SHALL MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 300 OF THE
LATEST EDITION OF THE STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR ROAD AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.

6.  SHEETING:  ALL TRENCH SUPPORTS SHALL CONFORM TO OSHA STANDARDS.  CONTRACTOR IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR OSHA COMPLIANCE AND WORKER SAFETY THROUGHOUT CONSTRUCTION.

7.  TRENCH DIMENSIONS:  W = MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE TRENCH WIDTH MEASURED 12 INCHES ABOVE
THE PIPE.  FOR PIPES 15 INCHES NOMINAL DIAMETER (D) OR LESS, W SHALL BE NO MORE THAN 36
INCHES; FOR PIPES GREATER THAN 15 INCHES NOMINAL DIAMETER, W SHALL BE 24 INCHES PLUS
THE PIPE OUTSIDE DIAMETER.  W SHALL ALSO BE THE PAYMENT WIDTH FOR LEDGE EXCAVATION
AND FOR ORDERED EXCAVATION BELOW GRADE.  THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE TRENCH PAVEMENT
PAYMENT WIDTH SHALL BE 8 FEET CENTERED OVER PIPE.

8.  PIPE INSULATION AT STORM DRAIN CROSSING:  INSTALL 2" THICK RIGID FOAM INSULATION OVER
SEWER AT STORM DRAIN CROSSINGS, EXTEND INSULATION 4 FEET EITHER SIDE OF STORM DRAIN
ALONG SEWER.

NOT TO SCALE

 MANHOLE INVERT DETAILS  

5 FT. MAX. DISTANCE
TO FLEXIBLE JOINT3" MAX. PROJECTION OF

PIPE INTO MANHOLE

 SECTION A-A' 

A'A

FLOW

FLOW

FL
OW

1. GENERAL

CONSTRUCTION OF ALL COMPONENTS OF THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM SHALL CONFORM TO THE MOST
CURRENT VERSION OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE CODE OF ADMINISTRATIVE RULES ENV-WQ 700 AND
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS ENTITLED "______________________________________________".

2. TYPES OF SEWERS

A. THERE SHALL BE NO CONNECTION BETWEEN SANITARY SEWERS AND STORM SEWERS.
B. RUNOFF FROM ROOFS, STREETS, AND OTHER AREAS AND GROUNDWATER FROM FOUNDATION 

DRAINS, SUMP PUMPS, OR OTHER SUBSURFACE DRAINS SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM SANITARY 
SEWERS.

3. SEWER SIZE AND COVER

A. MINIMUM PIPE SIZE FOR GRAVITY SEWER MAINS SHALL BE 8 INCHES.
B. MINIMUM PIPE SIZE FOR GRAVITY SEWER SERVICES SHALL BE 4 INCHES.
C. MINIMUM PIPE SIZE FOR FORCE MAIN SEWER SERVICES SHALL BE 2 INCHES.
D. SANITARY SEWERS SHALL HAVE 6 FEET MINIMUM COVER IN ALL ROADWAY LOCATIONS AND 4 

FEET MINIMUM COVER IN ALL CROSS-COUNTRY LOCATIONS.

4. PIPE AND FITTING MATERIALS:

A. DUCTILE IRON PIPE

DUCTILE IRON PIPE AND FITTINGS SHALL CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS OF THE 
AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION:
(1) AWWA C151 FOR DUCTILE IRON PIPE, CENTRIFUGALLY CAST IN METAL OR SAND LINED 

MOLDS, FOR WATER OR OTHER LIQUIDS;
(2) AWWA C150 FOR THICKNESS DESIGN OF DUCTILE IRON PIPE AND WITH ASTM A 536 IRON 

CASTINGS; AND
(3) JOINTS SHALL BE MECHANICAL TYPE, PUSH-ON TYPE, OR BALL-AND-SOCKET TYPE;

B. PVC (POLY VINYL CHLORIDE) PIPE

PVC PIPE AND FITTINGS SHALL BE APPROVED FOR SEWAGE SERVICE AND CONFORM TO THE 
FOLLOWING:
(1) PVC PIPE USED FOR GRAVITY SEWERS SHALL BE TYPE SDR 35 CONFORMING TO ASTM D3034;
(2) PVC PIPE USED FOR FORCE MAINS SHALL BE TYPE SDR 26 CONFORMING TO ASTM D2241 OR 

ASTM D1785;
(3) JOINTS SHALL BE PUSH-ON, BELL-AND-SPIGOT TYPE HAVING OIL RESISTANT COMPRESSION 

RINGS OF ELASTOMERIC MATERIAL CONFORMING TO ASTM D3212.

5. BEDDING

PIPE BEDDING SHALL BE SCREENED GRAVEL AND/OR CRUSHED STONE FREE FROM ORGANIC MATTER,
CLAY, AND/OR LOAM MEETING ASTM C33 STONE SIZE NO. 67.  BEDDING SHALL EXTEND FROM THE
SPRING LINE OF THE PIPE TO A MINIMUM DEPTH OF 6" BELOW THE BOTTOM OF THE PIPE OUTSIDE
SURFACE.

100% PASSING 1 INCH SCREEN
90-100% PASSING 3

4 INCH SCREEN
20-55% PASSING 3

8 INCH SCREEN
0-10% PASSING #4 SIEVE
0-5% PASSING #8 SIEVE

6. MANHOLES

A. PRECAST CONCRETE BARREL SECTIONS, CONES, AND BASES SHALL CONFORM TO ASTM C478.
B. MANHOLES SHALL BE DESIGNED FOR H-20 LOADING.
C. HORIZONTAL JOINTS BETWEEN BARREL SECTIONS SHALL BE OF AN OVERLAPPING TYPE WHICH SHALL

DEPEND UPON A DOUBLE ROW OF ELASTOMERIC OR MASTIC-LIKE SEALANT FOR WATER TIGHTNESS.
D. PIPE TO MANHOLE JOINTS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

(1) ELASTOMERIC, RUBBER SLEEVE WITH WATERTIGHT JOINTS AT THE MANHOLE OPENING AND 
PIPE SURFACES;
(2) CAST INTO THE WALL OR SECURED WITH STAINLESS STEEL CLAMPS;
(3) ELASTOMERIC SEALING RING CAST IN THE MANHOLE OPENING WITH SEAL FORMED ON THE
SURFACE OF THE PIPE BY COMPRESSION OF THE RING; AND
(4) NON-SHRINK GROUTED JOINTS WHERE WATERTIGHT BONDING TO THE MANHOLE AND PIPE CAN
BE OBTAINED.

E. MANHOLES SHALL HAVE A BRICK PAVED SHELF AND INVERT CONSTRUCTED TO CONFORM TO THE SIZE
OF PIPE AND FLOW.  AT CHANGES IN DIRECTION, THE INVERTS SHALL BE LAID OUT IN CURVES OF
THE LONGEST RADIUS POSSIBLE TANGENT TO THE CENTER LINE OF THE SEWER PIPES.  SHELVES
SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED TO THE ELEVATION OF THE HIGHEST PIPE CROWN AND SLOPED TO DRAIN
TOWARD THE FLOWING THROUGH CHANNEL.  UNDERLAYMENT OF INVERT AND SHELF SHALL CONSIST
OF BRICK MASONRY.  INVERTS AND SHELVES SHALL BE PLACED AFTER TESTING.

7. PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLIES

A. THERE SHALL BE NO PHYSICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM
AND A SEWER OR SEWER APPURTENANCE WHICH WOULD PERMIT THE PASSAGE OF SEWAGE OR
POLLUTED WATER INTO THE POTABLE SUPPLY.  NO WATER PIPE SHALL PASS THROUGH OR COME IN
CONTACT WITH ANY PART OF A SEWER OR SEWER MANHOLE.

B. NO SEWER SHALL BE LOCATED WITHIN THE WELL PROTECTIVE RADII ESTABLISHED IN ENV-WS 300
FOR ANY PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY WELLS OR WITHIN 100 FEET OF ANY PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY WELL.

C. SEWERS SHALL BE LOCATED AT LEAST 10 FEET HORIZONTALLY FROM ANY EXISTING OR PROPOSED
WATER MAIN.

D. A DEVIATION FROM THE SEPARATION REQUIREMENTS OF (B) OR (C) ABOVE SHALL BE ALLOWED
WHERE NECESSARY TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH SUBSURFACE STRUCTURES, UTILITY CHAMBERS, AND
BUILDING FOUNDATIONS, PROVIDED THAT THE SEWER IS CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
FORCE MAIN CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN ENV-WQ 704.06.

E. WHENEVER SEWERS MUST CROSS WATER MAINS, THE SEWER SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED AS FOLLOWS:
(1) VERTICAL SEPARATION OF THE SEWER AND WATER MAIN SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN 18 INCHES,

WITH WATER ABOVE SEWER; AND
(2) SEWER PIPE JOINTS SHALL BE LOCATED AT LEASE 6 FEET HORIZONTALLY FROM THE WATER MAIN.
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